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Y—/appy New Year, TMC Friends!

we turn our sights to 2010 that
the relationships that have been
formed, and those that are still
forming, will be a firm

Teen Mother Choices

is now on Facebook!!

Thank you to Linda
Carroll and all of you
who donated to TMC
by pledging money as
she ran her Marathon
in October. With your
help, Linda far
surpassed her goal
and raised just over
$4,000 for TMC! Will
you join her TEAM
TMC this summer??

There is something refreshing
about a New Year and new
decade ahead. Just as many of us
think about ngWw
our teen mothers use this
semester to identify and reach
goals. While goals and
resolutions are easy to set, we
need support of others to
manage and reach them. In
reading an encouraging email
one day, I remembered that God
designed us for relationships
,and it is through those
relationships that goals and
needs can be realized. Teen

Mother Choices is one of those
relational ministries. The needs
and goals realized are not met
from cold and distant
institutions, but by personal,
caring individuals that touch,
serve and step into the world of
a young mom and her child.
Meeting goals and reaching
them take place best in a trusting
relationship. TMC volunteers
and mentors pour themselves
into each young mom that
attends our program by
listening, supporting and
serving. Please pray with us as

Cﬂ//inq Al Runmers!

Linda Carroll, TMC Board member, is inviting other runners to run for a cause this
year. Last October, Linda ran the Chicago Marathon to raise awareness and support
for the teen mothers and children in the Antioch Office. Linda is encouraging other
marathoners, tri-athletes and casual runners alike, to join her as we build TEAM

TMC, a new program encouraging runners to raise awareness and funds for the
teen mothers and children in all three TMC locations. To learn more, please contact

Linda at lhcquilter@aol.com.
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If you like to search the web, this is for you! Every time you make a search on the
internet, you can raise money for Teen Mother Choices! GoodSearch (a Yahoo
Search Engine) will donate $.01 to Teen Mother Choices for every search you
make. Furthermore, when you use GoodSearch for online purchases, TMC can

receive as much as 3% of your purchase price! Simply go to

www.GoodSearch.com, and type Teen Mother Choices into the textbox under the
do VYlanks! GoodSearch
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foundation in which all our

moms see the love of Jesus and

their goals realized this year.
“We loved you so much thaew
were delighted to share with you
only the gospel of God but our liv
as well, because ybad become s
RSINJ (2 dz
1 Thessalonians 2@8TMC Key
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Mona Boelens,

Executive Director

for

“TMC has opened
doors to resources
that teen moms
would have otherwise
known little about.
These resources
have helped me as
well as other teen
moms on the road to
independence.”

Dominique, TMC
Graduate, 2009
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Donor Recepﬁgn

TMC is planning a “Meet and
Greet” Donor and Volunteer
Reception for the Arlington
Heights Office this spring. If you
have or are currently donating
your time, talent or treasure,
we’d love to get to know you
better! Please stop by to meet
teen mothers, Joani Bellito,
Director of Student Services,
and Mona Boelens, TMC’s new
Executive Director. As we look
to our 21 year of ministry, our
desire is to sustain and build
relationships with those who
have served so humbly and
graciously. We hope you
consider joining us. More
details will be provided soon.

Thank You!

Thank you to the
Warren Newport
Public Library and
its generous patrons
for including TMC in
their Sock Drive.
TMC received socks
for each of our teen
mothers and their
children in all three
offices!

?(:ﬂ/inﬂfm ?/eiﬂﬁf_v Office Y//p&/m‘eﬁ Joani Bellto

What a wonderful fall
and Christmas season we had in
the Arlington Heights office! So
many people provided various
types of support for our teen
moms. We are grateful to God
for all their demonstrations of
love. Two groups from Willow
Creekworked on beautiful
Thanksgiving bins for the young
moms. One group painted
“Jesus Loves th
on the lids and little children
holding hands on the sides.
They were just wonderful! The
other group filled the bins to
overflowing with food and other
necessary supplies. All our teen
moms were overwhelmed by the
love they were shown.

Christmas was another
time of real blessing for us.

TMC E-Newsletter

Grace Community Church
provided Christmas gifts for all
the children and their momes.
MOPS from Arlington
Countryside Church made
beautiful blankets for each of the
little ones. Willow Creek gave
each teen mom and her child a
new coat from their coat drive.
We have put a special

We are working with
five girls who have a total of
seven children. Please pray for
them as they are all looking
carefully at the future. What
career can I prepare for that will
support us and give me time to
be the mommy my little one(s)
needs? And how can I pay for
the necessary classes? These are
emphasis on helping prepare our issues each of the young moms is
little ones for their future facing as we head into a new
schooling. The Bernard P. school semester.

Florian i Foundation provided a We continue to thank
well stocked bag of books for God for the wonderful mentors,
each one of the moms to help her meal providers, childcare

with reading to her little one. workers, and other volunteers
Other Lifeskills Workshop He has brought to us. Pray for all
speakers have also addressed of us as we work together to help
issues surrounding school share the love of Christ.
readiness, reading, and

constructive play.

TMC Financials

address to

Do you know someone who is a
TMC supporter but who is not
receiving our newsletter? Please
encourage them to send their email

info@teenmotherchoices.org.

love to be in contact with them!

TMC’ s

January to December schedule to a July to

Fiscal Year ha
June schedule. This will coincide more

with our Lifeskills Workshop year, making
our bookkeeping and budgeting a little

We easier. Look for a year-end financial report

in our August Newsletter. If you have

Mentor Training

On Monday Evening, January 11-
TMC held a Winter Training
Session for all TMC mentors.
Amy Luetke, Licensed Christian
Therapist and Life Coach,
presented an introduction on the
topic of ‘*Bound
TMC mentors work with their
respective mentees. The
Training Session provided
helpful information about how
and why teen mothers behave
and make the choices they do.
Amy also clarified how mentors
can best serve their mentee by
understanding her world better
as well as providing creative
ways to respond to their needs.

“ We ' d okontihee tot

questions, please call our corporate office.

provide additional training to
our mentors, to give them the
encouragement and preparation
they need to address the many
issues faced by our teen
mothers,” state
Executive Direc
January Training compliments
the Fall Retreat Training each
TMC mentor atteg
If you have considered becoming
a TMC Mentor, we have needs in
the Antioch and Arlington
Heights Offices. We invite you to
come and walk with a teen
mother and her child this year.
For more information on
mentoring, please contact us at
847-599-8135.
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Gurnee Office 'Mpﬁ/ﬂfeﬁ Barh Briggs

Our year is going great so far. It
has been interesting to see how
the dynamics of this new group
are adjusting. We are
experiencing a lot of changes,
from a new Director of Student
Services to new teen moms and
mentors. The group continues to
develop strong friendships and
trusting relationships with each
other. I know God has brought
this group of women together at
this time for His purpose. It
surprised me how quickly our
first semester flew by.

We have had some interesting
Lifeskills speakers, played

getting to know you games and
had a wonderful Christmas
party. The staff and teen moms
continue to be amazed at the
generosity of so many
supporters. Our thanks go out to
all those who made generous
donations. The moms had the
best Christmas ever! I am so
thankful for all my support staff,
mentors, meal providers,
childcare workers and so many
others who help
happen.” We e kveelathety «
consistently demonstrate
Christ’'s love t
and children we serve.

If you are interested in finding
out how you can be a part of this
incredible ministry, the needs
are many and I would love to
talk to you. Our biggest needs
right now include childcare
workers and meal providers.
Please be praying for our teen
moms. They are each trying to
do the best they can for
themselves and their children
but there are many struggles to
be faced. Their persistence and
courage never cease to amaze
me.

Antioch Office Updater Kathy Mtk

We started in September with
three moms returning from last
spring’ s Spitegr a
students from Wisconsin joined
us and they are seeing the love of
Jesus demonstrated to them also.
The highlight of the month was
our sharing night. This is an
opportunity for the teen moms
to talk about their family,
pregnancy, how they came to
TMC, and goals they want to
achieve at TMC. October
brought us to budget counseling,
dental hygiene and childcare
options. The highlight here was
definitely the teen mom retreat
to Lake Geneva Youth Camp! On
the ropes course, we learned that
on this Journey Towards
Independence, there can be
many obstacles in the way. Hard
work, perseverance and asking
others for help, will help us to

Financial C'Oum'e/inq Waqmm

All of our TMC offices have a volunteer Financial Counselor that meets with each teen mother and
her mentor each month. Managing money is a great skill to have even when you have little of it!
Each teen mother attends a monthly session in order to be eligible for her weekly childcare check.
“homewor k”
this way, we are demonstrating grace and truth in the services we offer. Thank you to our
volunteers, Dale Costello, John McGuire, and Donna Drinka who provide such a valuable service
each month to nearly 20 families. To learn more or to help replenish our incentive rewards, please

When assigned

our destination. In November we
welcomed our sixth student to
the Antioch office. This is a
month to remember all we are
thankful for,e speci al |
gift of life and the highlight was
the generous Thanksgiving
baskets donated by Sheree
Bullock and other families from
Crossroads Church. A big thank
you also goes out to my small
group and friends that
purchased Christmas gifts for
our young families. We
reminded the teen moms that the
gifts were an e
perfect gift to us, Jesus. Another
highlight that month was a
power point presentation of Max
Lucado’s Cosmic
a fictional account, based on
biblical truth, of the angel
Gabriel’s story
Jesus. Mary was a perfect

is

contact your local office or call 847-599-8135.

compl et ed,

example of trusting God and
following Him. We also listened
tothesong, “l t °' s Abou
Cross,” by Go Fish. We focused
on the following verse from the
song: ? ( Oz 0UwdOUwWNU
xUl Ul OUUWUOEIT UG

Thank You!

We'd like to thank the Bernard
P. Floriani Foundation for
giving each child a dozen
books and encouraging the
mothers about their choice of
life. Brian, Bernard’s son and
founder of the foundation, also
spoke to the girls about the
connection between reading,
having lots of books, and future
success in school!

(OZUwWEEOUOWI O6pw
once so that we could be born
agaird 2

Upcoming topics include budget
counseling, child discipline talks
and goal setting. I believe the
highlight of this month will be
our seventh mom joining from
Grayslake North High School. 1
look forward to what God will
do through Antioch Teen Mother
Choices and in the lives of these
precious young ladies and their
children!

they ¢
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4 Contact Us

Gurnee TMC

Barb Briggs (224)280-8285
1319 Hunt Club Road
Gurnee IL 60031
Barb@teenmotherchoices.org

Arlington Heights TMC

Joan Bellito (224)280-8286
916 E. Hintz Road

Arlington Heights IL 60004
Joan@teenmotherchoices.org

Antioch TMC

Kathy Mitsuuchi (847)338-8587
41625 Deep Lake Road
Antioch IL 60002
Kathy@teenmotherchoices.org

Corporate TMC Office
Tammy Habel (847)599-8135
PO Box 132

Wadsworth IL 60083
info@teenmotherchoices.org

Kteenmotherchoices.org
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NETwork

Partnering Resources for TMC
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NETwork is a group of business owners and professionals who practically and financially promote and
support the ministry of Teen Mother Choices. NETwork has been formed to centralize and expand this
group of professionals who are already serving teen mothers and their children. We have experienced
the tremendous resource this group brings to our teen mothers and the overall ministry. NETwork will
provide is members with opportunities for networking, marketing and service through the TMC
community and website. For more information or to receive a brochure, please contact Tammy at 847-
599-8135 or at info@teenmotherchoices.org
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Where in the World is Christa? =~

Christa and TMClnternational nearly has its training manuals completed. She expects them to go
to print in the next week or so and she will then be ready to start offering them for sale along
with training and consulting services. TMClnternational has its first official Licensee currently in
training from Texas! Christa is also scheduling phone conferences with organizations already
using the Teen Mother Choices model, as a way to spread more information. Please pray for
Christa as she trains the group from Texas on how to serve the teen mothers there and also that
God will provide the necessary funding for the ministry of TMClInternational to continue to
move forward. Visit www.tmcint.org for more information.

T MEC Needs

Antioch Arlington Heights

e  Two Mentors e  Three new or like-new

¢ Childcare on Workshop nights forward-facing car seats
for a teen mom’ s e Paper goods for Lifeskills
special needs Workshop meals

e Transportation from Grant High
School at 1:30 weekdays Gurnee

e Diapers and wipes e  Meal Providers

e  Plastic forks and knives e Paper Goods for Lifeskills

e Disposable plastic bowls, cups Workshop meals

e  $10.00 gift cards for Wal-Mart e Juice Boxes

e  Anti-bacterial wipes e  Gallons of drinking water

e  Gallons of drinking water e Soda

CHANGE CHANGE

TMC Sippy Cup ¢ Coin Collection Drive

Sippy Cups

We have been thrilled with the reception of the TMC Change 4 Change Program that allows
individuals, families and church groups to get to know a teen mom and child in their local office
better through praying and collecting spare change. Thank you to the following groups who
have participated in the program: Home Run Kids Homeschoolers Group Sharefest, Immanuel
Youth Group, small groups in Arlington Heights, and NorthBridge Church. If you or your group
would like to know more about getting involved, please contact your local TMC Office or
contact us at 847-599-8135.
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