
“Because of this 

program, I have 

the support I 

need now and 

couldn’t do it 

without you…” 

Mother’s Day 
 
 
 
 

Happy Mother’s Day! 
Here at TMC, we 
celebrate our teen 

mothers by providing 
a special formal 

dinner with gifts and 
other goodies from 

other loving moms in 
the community. We 
pray that all of you 
who are mothers 

connected to Teen 
Mother Choices will 
feel special, loved 

and appreciated this 
year! 

 

Ministry of the Month 

Teen Mother Choices is 

being recognized on 

Moody Radio in the 

Chicagoland area as 

Ministry of the Month! 

Tune in all month to hear 

the story behind TMC. 

www.moodyradiochicago.fm 
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Teen Mother Choices 

Volunteer Appreciation is 
one of my favorite times of 
the year at Teen Mother 
Choices. Our volunteers have 
been serving in very different 
ways and in very unique 
situations. Some of our 
volunteers have the 
opportunity to serve weekly, 
while others serve a few 
times a year and still others 
relieve some of our regular 
volunteers as substitutes.  
Whether you serve often or 
occasionally, we appreciate 
how you have responded to 
the call to serve. We know 
that for many of you, our 
blessing can be your 
sacrificial offering to God.  
When volunteers serve they 
often give up time with their 
families, time for themselves 
or even time for 
employment. Volunteers 
serve as instruments, 
submitting to the ministry’s 

“And now God is building you, as living stones, into his spiritual temple. What’s 

more, you are God’s holy priests, who offer the spiritual sacrifices that please him 

because of Jesus Christ.”1 Peter 2:5 

 
values, expectations and 
guidelines. Volunteers grow 
and are at times challenged 
and move out of their 
comfort zones. TMC 
mentors, childcare providers, 
financial counselors and 
grandparents are examples 
of volunteers who act as 
emotional “guides”, helping 
our families navigate their 
journeys.   As you may 
imagine, their emotional 
tanks need to be filled and 
recharged.  I believe 
Volunteer Appreciation gives 
the staff and teen moms the 
opportunity to honor and 
return the love they bestow 
on us all year long. A special 
thank you to our prayer 
guardians, donors, 
professional supporters, care 
team, meal providers, 
coordinators, and TMC 
Board members for working 
behind the scenes guiding 

and lifting us up each step of 
the way. You have all been 
needed guides along the 
challenging terrain as we 
minister to young families. 
When we look back at all that 
was accomplished, we see 
the body of Christ at work as 
our Father intended.   
Without your part Teen 
Mother Choices would not 
enjoy the many ways we can 
demonstrate Christ’s love to 
those God has called us to 
serve.  If you are one of the 
hundreds of volunteers 
connected to Teen Mother 
Choices, thank you for your 
selfless sacrifice to the 19 
TMC families and 5 staff 
members you have served 
this year. May His light and 
love guide and shine brightly 
upon you. Faithful servants, 
take joy in knowing that your 
heavenly Father is well 
pleased with your sacrifice. 

 

“I appreciate our financial counselor helping us with our money.” 
 

“Thank you to my mentor for taking me places and helping with whatever I need.” 
 

“Having my mentor is like having a sister always around.” 
 

“Thank you and I love you.” 
 

“I appreciate my mentor because she understands me.” 
 

“Because of Dale, our “Finance Dude,” I appreciate and understand money more and have 
learned lots of good lessons.” 

 

Quotes from our Teen Mothers  
 

http://www.moodyradiochicago.fm/
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One of the highlights of our job is to see our God use many men and women to show Jesus to our 
young families. Won’t you join us in praising HIM for gracing the following ―saints‖ to live out 

Galatians 6:9—Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest 
if we do not give up.” 

 

To our dedicated Board of Directors: Dale Costello, Linda Carroll, Kay Doll, Steve Habel, Nancy Padjen. 
 

“Without wise leadership, a nation falls; with many counselors, there is safety.” Proverbs 11:14 

 

To our Faithful Care Team: Mary Thomas, Linnea Asbach, Glenda Johnson, Jane Rowles, Allison Pancottine, 
Polly Toporek, Susan Jandeska, Jill Gore, Bridget Piagari, the Wheeling Willow Creek group, MOPS from 

Arlington Countryside,  
 

“I am delighted to see how orderly you are and how firm is your faith…” Colossians 2:5 
 
 

To our wonderful Meal Volunteers: Sarah Crothers, Aime Gramer, Heide Blair, Barbara Rund, Marcia 
Furrow, Eileen Lev, Jaimie Savorgino, Kim Struik, Sally Miksch, Lori Burns ,Wendy Melcher, Julie Belori’s small 
group, Sarah Crothers’ small group, Ken Thomas, Stephanie Astur, Dawn Mastrodonato, Sue Ellen Haak, Julia 

Jarvis, Misty Lindstrand, Paula Geimer, John Victorine, Gloria Dircks, Terese Biondo, Mary Lou Loriss, Tina 
Ottolino, Renee Alm, Nancy Quaiver, Geri Haddon, Jane Belch, The Women of the Word from Cornerstone Bible 
Church, Ken Kerr’s Growth Group, Debbie Bonta, Megan and Keith Johnson, Nancy and Dan Jurgiewich, Diane 

and Steve Oldham, Jan Clarkson, Jenna McClurg, Stacey Hartman, Noel Walton, Jenny Sena. 
 

“If anyone gives a cup of cold water… offered in my name…” Matthew 10:42 
 
 

To our loving Childcare Providers and Coordinators: Toni Naber, Maria Volling, Hannah Woods,  Angie 

and Jackie Hilliard, Jaimie , Hayley, Kevin and Lori Burns, The Miller Family, Barbara Hulsey, Susan Jandeska, 

Christy Wickencamp, Tricia McElvain, Katherine DuFour, Kelsey Blackwell, Jessica David, Megan Schlaeger, 

Leslie Bellingham, Jenny Sena, Joanne Bianchi, Nancy Quaiver, Geri Haddon, Gia Miller and family, Carol 

Brown, Rosa Oropeza. 

“Let the little children come to me.” Matthew 19:14 
 
 

To our helpful Lifeskills Workshop Speakers: John and Donna McGuire, Kim Picha, Tiffany O’Malley, 

Brian Floriani, Mary Thomas, Marcia Furrow, Amber Kostelny, Tara Tharp, Amber Costello, Dale Kehr, Jen 

Kilmer, Mona Boelens, Tammy Habel, Betsy O’Connell, Heide Blair, Candice Lovett, Polly Toporek, Faith 

Gallup, Kim Picha, Traci Crowley, Lauren Salazar, Bob Wickencamp, Dale Costello our “Finance Dude,” Star and 

Laura, Stacey Hartman, Fireman Albert Martin, Carrie Weber, Beth Bridier, Kristen Ide, KO Reddington, Nancy 

and Dan Jurgiewich, Melissa Stanis. 

“Preach the word of God…and encourage with good teaching.” 
2 Timothy 4:2 

 
 

To our thoughtful and caring Mentors: Linnea Asbach, Julie Betori, Kim Struik, Sandy Mattson, Betty 

Varughese, Kristi Wyckoff, Kathy Novak, Misty Macdonald, Michelle Victorine, Steph Parker, Megan 

Heyndericks, Nancy Clutter, Patti Taylor, Lisa Rudy, Sarah Hill, Debbie Parker, Rae Ann Stuart, Susan Beckley, 

Jeanine Dvoratchek, Regina Stremich. 

“Teach the younger women…” Titus 2:3-5 
 
 

We thank God for all of the volunteers He has brought to us. Pray for all of us as we work together  
to help share the love of Christ.   

Volunteers, We Thank You! 
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Arlington Heights 
Supporter Open House 

Thank you to those of you who 

connected and reconnected 

with Teen Mother Choices on 

Sunday, April 25
th

. We 

enjoyed meeting and greeting 

so many of you! We trust you 

will feel welcomed into the 

Arlington Heights Office as 

well as the overall Teen 

Mother Choices Ministry! 

 Please contact 

Joan@teenmotherchoices.org 

for more info on serving at the 

Arlington Heights TMC office. 

 

 “I appreciate the 
volunteers 

knowing they take 
time out of their 

lives to help us…” 

 
 

To Our Volunteers: 

 “I always thank my God 

when I remember you in my 

prayers. Your love has 

given me great joy and 

encouragement because 

you have refreshed the 

hearts of the [TMC staff] 

saints.” Philemon 1:4-7 

mailto:Joan@teenmotherchoices.org


Join our Teen 

Mother Choices 

Facebook Group! 

Are you interested in finding out how you can 

use your gifts and talents to benefit TMC? 

Contact info@teenmotherchoices.org . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

John and Donna McGuire have 
been such a blessing to TMC by 
providing faithful financial 
counseling for many years.  They 
have educated, encouraged and 
loved our teen moms.  We want 
you both to know how much we 
appreciate all you have done. 
Thank you and we will miss you 
both. 
Lori Burns has made a personal 
difference to all of us. Lori has 
been a faithful childcare 
provider, coming twice a month 

for several years now. She is 

always prepared with fun craft 

Gurnee Honorary Volunteers—John and Donna McGuire and Lori Burns 
 

ideas and stories to entertain the 
children while their mothers are 
involved in Lifeskills 
Workshops. She has been a great 
encouragement to our teen 
moms as well.  She truly has 
demonstrated Christ’s love 
through her service to Teen 
Mother Choices. Thank you Lori! 
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Arlington Heights Honorary Volunteer—RaeAnn Stuart 
RaeAnn has been a wonderful friend to TMC and an absolutely outstanding 
mentor to Sandra.  RaeAnn has gone far beyond the “call of duty” in her 
relationship with Sandra.  They have had some fun outings, one even 
included Sandra’s younger brother, and RaeAnn has been there for Sandra 
in many situations and circumstances.  She has worked hard to earn 
Sandra’s trust and love. We can all count on RaeAnn to support all of the 
teen moms and their mentors. She even plans her trips to Florida around 
our TMC schedule, which I really appreciate.  We can count on her to 
demonstrate the love of Jesus to all of us. I am thankful God led RaeAnn to 
minister with us here in the Arlington Heights Office of TMC. She serves 
and encourages many people, not only at TMC but at her church as well.  
We here in the Arlington Heights office are thankful she serves us. Thank 
you, RaeAnn.  You are a gift from God to us! 

In Lori’s Words: “I have been a volunteer for TMC for 4 years.  

My faith grew stronger through Bible study and I prayed our Lord would 

lead me to serve Him.  Jesus knew I would be comfortable cooking and 

babysitting children.  When I first started I was nervous and not sure how to 

bond with the teen moms.  It didn't take long for friendships to grow.  Being 

involved in TMC has been a blessing to me in so many ways.  Watching 

babies grow into young children, connecting with teen moms and seeing them 

grow into successful young women and meeting wonderful mentors is an 

encouraging and uplifting experience.” 

 

In RaeAnn’s Words: “Two years ago I was at a 

point in my life where I wanted to reach outside of myself and 

do something to make other people’s lives better. Joani told 

me about Teen Mother Choices. She said that God had 

brought me to her mind when she was building a mentor 

team.  I thought about it for all of 5 minutes before the idea 

excited me! I love teenagers and I love babies!! Sounded like a 

perfect fit. Since then, I have been matched up with Sandra, a 

17 year old mom with an adorable son, Damian, 20 months. 

I’ve learned a lot from her, watching her balance motherhood, 

school, work and family life. She is very committed to TMC 

and doing her best in everything she does. Besides meeting 

together at TMC, we meet for lunch, and have gone to the zoo 

and water park. Sandra is more than a young girl that I am 

mentoring, she has become my friend. I’m sure that I will 

always be connected to her, even after she graduates out of 

TMC. The experience of being part of this organization has 

enriched my life, and made me want to reach out to more 

young moms with the love of God.” 

 

In John’s Words: “My wife Donna and I have 

had the honor and privilege of working with the Teen 
Moms for the past four years providing them biblical 
financial stewardship principles. It has been very gratifying 
to see the women learn budgeting, debt management, 
investments and other topics. In fact, there have been 
notable cases where some of the Teen Moms had thousands 
of dollars in debt when they first joined the program and by 
the time they had graduated from Teen Mother Choices, 
they were debt free. For Donna and me, Teen Mother 
Choices has been an answer to prayer, not only for the 
mothers involved but also for Donna and me as we don't 
have any children, and in many ways we have come to feel 
that the teen mothers are like the children we never had. 
Donna and I have been a part of many ministries over the 
years, but Teen Mother Choices is without question one of 
our favorites. I thank the Lord for providing the leadership, 
mentors and resources and pray that this ministry will 
continue to strengthen and grow in the coming years to 
help young women not only in Lake County but also 
around the country.” 
 

mailto:info@teenmotherchoices.org


 

 

Run for a cause! TMC invites 
marathoners, triathletes and 

casual runners to join us as we 
build TEAM TMC, a new 
program that encourages 

runners to raise awareness and 
financial support for teen 

mothers and their children. 
Train with other athletes 

running for TMC and help 
support the ministry of Teen 

Mother Choices. To learn more, 
please contact us at  
847-599-8135 or visit 

www.teenmotherchoices.org. . 

 

Contact Us 
Gurnee TMC 

Barb Briggs (224)280-8285 

1319 Hunt Club Road 

Gurnee IL 60031 

Barb@teenmotherchoices.org  

 

Arlington Heights TMC 

Joan Bellito (224)280-8286 

916 E. Hintz Road 

Arlington Heights IL 60004  

Joan@teenmotherchoices.org  

 

Antioch TMC 

Kathy Mitsuuchi (847)338-8587 

41625 Deep Lake Road 

Antioch IL 60002 

Kathy@teenmotherchoices.org 

 

Corporate TMC Office 

Tammy Habel (847)599-8135 

PO Box 132 

Wadsworth IL 60083 

info@teenmotherchoices.org 

www.teenmotherchoices.org 
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Donate  

10 %  

Please print  this coupon and present it to the 

cashier at  Gurnee Garden  Center  when 
you  make your purchase.   Ten percent of your 
total will be donated to Teen Mother Choices.  

You can  use one coupon each time you shop at 

Gurnee Garden Center  during the month of May .  

 

                  Offer Available: May 1 through May 31, 2010  

After four years of faithful 
service Nancy Clutter is still as 
hard working and dedicated as 
the first day she joined TMC. The 
young gals Nancy has mentored 
over the years, have been shiny 
examples of lives changed 
because of the love of Jesus. 
Through the prayers and 
encouragement of Nancy, her 
first mentee secured 
employment at a local nursing 
home. Quimikia was the first in 
her family to graduate high 
school. Jenn was the next young 
mom God brought into her life. 
We have watched a shy, quiet, 
girl with no direction become a 
goal-oriented, confident, young 
lady under Nancy’s influence. 
Jenn is also going to school to 

Antioch Honorary Volunteer—Nancy Clutter 
become a licensed nurse and will 
be graduating from TMC this 
spring. Nancy has also been a 
tremendous help and support to 
me. We joke about how she is 
“my extra feet,” always jumping 
at an opportunity to humbly 
assist. I suppose her experience 
at raising four children and 
being the head nurse at Antioch 
high school district 117 has made 
Nancy the wonderful, God 
fearing person she is.  
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Gurnee Garden Center Plant Sale 
 
Treat yourself by purchasing some of the most beautiful garden plants at Gurnee Garden Center 

while improving the lives of teen mothers.  During the month of May 2010, when you make a 

purchase at Gurnee Garden Center, use the coupon below and then 10% of your total purchase will 

be donated to Teen Mother Choices, Inc.  Gurnee Garden Center is located at: 797 Waveland Ave. 

Gurnee, IL  60031 (1 block East of 41 and ¼ block North of Grand Ave. in Gurnee, Illinois) 847-

662-7303. www.gurneegardencenter.com  

 

TMC can earn a donation every time you search the Internet and a percentage of every purchase 
you make online can support our cause! GoodSearch.com is a new Yahoo-powered search engine 
that donates about a penny per search to the charities its users designate. GoodShop.com is an 
online shopping mall which donates up to 30 percent of each purchase to your favorite cause! If 
you download the GoodSearch – Teen Mother Choices toolbar, TMC will earn money every 
time you shop and search online without having to go to GoodShop or GoodSearch first! Add 
the Teen Mother Choices toolbar at http://www.goodsearch.com/toolbar/teen-mother-choices  

 

In Nancy’s Words:  
I feel extremely blessed to be a 
mentor these past 4 years at 
Antioch TMC. It is a privilege to 
watch God's love at work in the 
lives of these young mothers and 
their children as they reach new 
goals, succeed in school and face 
daily life challenges with grace.  I 
am continually encouraged as I see 
His presence in their growth and in 
the way He helps us as volunteers 
come alongside our young mothers 
and walk with them. God 
encourages and uplifts all of us, 
mentors and moms, through our 
relationships with each other. It is 
awesome to be part of His plan. 

 

http://www.teenmotherchoices.org/
mailto:Barb@teenmotherchoices.org
mailto:Joan@teenmotherchoices.org
mailto:info@teenmotherchoices.org
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=diaeksdab.0.0.mzxdvzbab.0&ts=S0481&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.gurneegardencenter.com%2F&id=preview
http://www.goodsearch.com/toolbar/teen-mother-choices

