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This past summer, we 

wrote you a letter letting 

you know that we had 

concerns about the 

financial situation of 

Teen Mother Choices. 

Well, God moved many 

of you to send a special 

financial gift and we 

have been richly blessed 

and humbled by your 

response. In this hurting 

economy where so many 

organizations are 

struggling, we thank God 

that we have faithful 

supporters like you. 

Thank you for serving 

with us! May you be 

blessed! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TMConnection 

October, 2009 
Teen Mother Choices  

Dear Fellow Traveler, 
Getting ready for a long journey 
can be a very exciting prospect, 
but one that needs time, energy 
and careful planning.  For those 
who have been on a new 
adventure before, you know you 
need to expect the unexpected: 
twists and turns, dead ends and 
detours, as well as mountain top 
experiences.  The TMC Board, 
staff and volunteers have been 
hard at work mapping out our 
leadership transition and the 
start of another Program Year. 
We give glory and thanks to our 
Lord who has been our Guiding 
Light through the uncharted 
territory of transitioning our 
Founder and former Executive 
Director, Christa March , into 
the new ministry of Teen Mother 
Choices International. As we 
bring in our new Director of 
Student Services, Barb Briggs , 
into the Gurnee Office, I have 

Come, Join the Journey! 
 

also appreciated your prayers 
and inquiries as I journey the 
steps of my long time mentor 
and predecessor, Christa March, 
as Executive Director. 
As you may have guessed by 
now, our focus this year is 
ñJourney Toward 
Independenceò.  Our bible verse 
is taken from Psalm 25:4:ñShow 
me your ways O Lord, teach 
me your paths; guide me in 
your truth, and teach me.  
For you are God my Savior, 
and my hope is in you a ll day 
long.ò  Whether you are a 
volunteer, donor or teen mom, 
we are all on the same journey 
of life, but we are at different 
places along the way, using the 
Bible as our guidebook and Jesus 
Christ as our Guiding Light.  
As fall approaches, we look 
forward with great anticipation 
to this upcoming Ministry Year as 
we embark on a new adventure.  

If contacting Teen Mother 
Choices is something youôve 
always been meaning to do, 
whether to serve or receive 
services, I would encourage you 
to join us.  God created us for 
relationship and to journey 
together on this earth as we 
seek to glorify Him. Come, join 
the journey! 
 
Your Fellow Traveler, 
Mona Boelens  
Executive Director  
Teen Mother Choices  

 

Where in the World is Christa?? 
As you may know, Christa March  has been working on a sister 

organization called Teen Mother Choices International.  This 501c3 

organization is an educational extension of the TMC Ministry, focused 

on training and consulting with churches and individuals to develop 

programs for teen moms in their own communities. Recently, God has 

been leading Christa to possibly work with people in Texas, Wisconsin, 

Ohio, Georgia, Colorado and North Carolina. TMCInternational has also 

been contacted by missionaries in Uganda, Kenya and Puerto Rico, who 

desire assistance in working with teenage mothers in those countries.  

We covet your prayers as Christa steps out in faith on her next 

adventure in training others to demonstrate the love of Jesus to 

teenage moms and their children in all parts of the country and the 

world.  For more information about TMCInternational please visit 

www.tmcint.org. May God bless your efforts as you spread the vision, 

Christa!! 

 

http://www.tmcint.org/
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The Arlington Heights Office is 
off and running.  We are so 
thankful to God for our five 
returning teen moms and our six 
returning mentors.  We have a 
new girl joining us this fall, and 
all of us are thrilled to be back 
together again.  We met for the 
first time this year on September 
16, and had a wonderful meal 
provided by returning meal 
providers.  God has blessed us 
with many ñreturning veterans,ò 
and we are grateful. God has 
also provided a consistent 
childcare worker for our Lifeskills 
Workshops.  Leslie  is here from 
Montreal while her husband is at 
Trinity Seminary, and she is a 
wonderful addition to our 

Arlington Heights Office Update 
 

Wednesday nights. Please pray 
for all of us as we lead our teen 
moms on their ñjourney toward 
independence.ò We had a 
wonderful time this summer at 
the Buffalo Grove Spray Park 
where we all met for fun and 
supper.  It was obvious then that 
all of us missed our weekly 
gatherings.  Watching the little 
ones play in the water was so 
much fun.  Those who started as 
infants are growing fast, and it 
was a joy to see our teen moms 
carefully watch over their little 
ones while they happily splashed 
and played in the water. I am 
looking forward to all God has 

for us this year! 

On Saturday, September 12, the 

mentors from the Arlington 

Heights, Gurnee, and Antioch 

offices gathered for a yearly 

training retreat.  We met at the 

Mundelein branch of The Chapel.   

There were many ñveteranò 

mentors who were able to renew 

their passion and mission for 

serving teen mothers, and many 

other ñrookieò mentors who were 

able to get a taste for what was 

in store this year.  This yearôs 

theme was introduced: ñJourney 

Toward Independence.ò  It sets 

the backdrop for the year, that 

of the girls journeying through 

life as a mother, a teen, a 

student, a worker, a daughter, 

Mentor Retreat 
 

and many other roles.  We are 

there as mentors and directors 

to help guide them on that 

journey with a kind word, a 

shoulder to cry on, and someone 

to laugh with, all under our own 

personal guidance of our 

relationship with God. 

The day started out with some 

introductory remarks, and a 

chance to get to know the other 

mentors from other offices.  

Traci Crowley , Director of 

Womenôs Ministries at Village 

Church of Gurnee, then 

presented us with ñThe Five  

Love Languages,ò  looking at it 

from the perspective of working 

with our teen moms.  Next up, 

we were presented with an 

accurate view of where the teens 

are coming from in relation to 

society and culture to aid us 

understanding their journey.  
After a nice lunch break, we then 

listened to a presentation on the  

ñnuts and boltsò of mentoring, 

and then broke up for individual 

office meetings.  We set off 

prepared and excited for the 

next week when our weekly life 

skills sessions would begin! 

Sarah Hill,  
Arlington H eigh ts Men tor  

TMConnection  

Thank You!! 

Thank you to Sherry  

Arthur  and her group 

at the United Methodist 

Church in Libertyville 

for providing attaché 

bags for all our teen 

moms filled with items 

for them to use on 

their journey with 

TMC!! 

Thank you to Dr. Tom 

Bennett  and his 

patients for donating 

cozy warm coats for 

our young families!! 

A Spectacular Summer! 
 

Celebration was the theme this summer as TMC Gurnee 

ended their Program Year.  Dominique , our May graduate, 

was married on July 26th, with many Gurnee volunteers and 

Staff in attendance. Dominique now lives as a Military 

Family with her new husband and daughter Naiyana  in 

Kansas.  

 

 In July, Edith  was baptized by Pastor Todd Habegg er  

of Village Church of Gurnee. TMC provided a reception 

following the service to mark and celebrate Edithôs spiritual 

milestone.  We praise God as we celebrate these milestones 

with both our young moms! 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome Barb! 

This fall we welcome 
Barb Briggs  as the new 

Director of Student 
Services for the Gurnee 
Office.  Barb has been a 

long time volunteer in the 
Gurnee Office mentoring 

two different teen moms 
and their children. She is 
very excited to continue 

serving teenage moms as 
a staff member. Please 

pray that God will 
strengthen Barb in her 
new role and that her 

transition with the group 
will be a smooth and 
enjoyable one for the 

entire office. 
 

It is hard to believe summer is 

over and TMC is gearing up for 

the fall. It has been a busy 

summer for me. I am the new 

Director of Student Services for 

the Gurnee Office. However, I 

am not new to TMC.  I became a 

part of TMC eight years ago 

when I mentored a young mom 

with two children. A few years 

later, I found myself mentoring a 

young mom with three children. 

It can be a tough but rewarding 

ministry. I have been involved 

with TMC long enough to see 

some amazing things God is 

doing here. We had reasons to 

celebrate this summer! One of 

our teen moms was married. A 

few other teen moms were her 

bridesmaids.  Isnôt that a 

testimony of the bonding and 

friendship that takes place at 

TMC? Another of our teen moms 

was baptized. She wasnôt a 

believer when she came to TMC 

but the love of Christ shown so 

brightly through all of the 

Gurnee Office Update 
 

volunteers that it reached her 

heart and she gave it over to 

Christ. Several of the teen moms 

and mentors came out to 

support her and to let her know 

how proud we are of her.  Mary 

Thomas , Our group ñGrandmaò, 

has a pontoon boat and we all 

enjoyed an evening of food, 

games, boat rides and 

fellowship. The weather was 

beautiful and a fun time was had 

by all! We have a full house this 

yearðseven teen moms and 

their collective seven children 

ranging in age from five months 

to three years. Two of the girls 

are brand new. We also have a 

new mentor who God has called 

to serve here.  Our theme this 

year is ñJourney Toward 

Independenceò. My hope is that 

each girl will look back at her 

life, become aware of the paths 

she has chosen ï how she got to 

be where she is right now and 

realizes the importance of 

striving to become a good mom, 

a good student and a good 

employee which will enable her 

to make great strides in her own 

journey toward independence. 

We have a busy year planned. 

John and Donna McGuire  will 

continue to provide financial 

counseling to the girls on an 

ongoing basis. We have a 

Developmental Therapist 

scheduled to come in to work 

with the moms and their kids. 

She specializes in children ages 

birth to 3 years of age, the exact 

ages of our kids. We will have an 

alumni night where our teen 

moms get a chance to visit with 

previous teen moms to see 

where they are today. Of course, 

we have some fun things 

planned as well ï craft night and 

game night. My hope is that the 

girls will experience a wide range 

of activities on this journey 

toward independence. 

  

Hello and happy fall to all the 
wonderful supporters of Teen 
Mother Choices. Summer is a 
distant memory, school is back in 
session, and Lifeskills Workshops 
are starting again! In looking 
back though, we had two great 
field trips with the teen moms 
over the summer. June brought 
the Antioch office to Bonner 
Farm in Lindenhurst. The 
weather was perfect and the 
children enjoyed playing on a 
huge tractor.  Since the animals 
at Bonner Farm are not live, 
there werenôt even any smells or 
bugs! July brought us together 
with the Gurnee office as we 
enjoyed our annual trip to 
Grandma Maryôs. Our 
wonderful Grandpa Ken  took us 
all on a relaxing pontoon boat 
ride to complete the evening! 
Moving on to this year, Antioch 
office has three students 
returning and two new ones 
joining this year. One of the 

Antioch Office Update 
many benefits these young gals 
have when coming to TMC is an 
older Christian woman to mentor 
them. I wanted these new moms 
to have a mentor, but we only 
had two women returning to that 
volunteer position. Over the 
summer I was able to visit 
NorthBridge church and God 
faithfully called two ladies to 
become mentors to these young 
moms. I was still concerned 
about being short one mentor 
but God had a plan there, too. A 
volunteer from the Chapel in 
Grayslake, who had originally 
signed up to help with child care, 
heard God calling her to become 
a mentor also! Now all the teen 
moms have mentors and I was 
able to see God answer that 
prayer. I hope it encourages you 
to remember how God does 
meet our needs and even takes 
care of our concerns, when we 
look to Him. 
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Thank you! 
Thank you to the VBS 

children and families of 
Crossroads Church for 

decorating special 
backpacks for our teen 
mothersô children and for 

their generous donation so 
we could fill them with 
essentials for the kids! 



 

Contact Us 
Gurnee TMC  

Barb Briggs (224)280-8285 

1319 Hunt Club Road 

Gurnee IL 60031 

Barb@teenmotherchoices.org  

 

Arlington Heights TMC  

Joan Bellito (224)280-8286 

916 E. Hintz Road 

Arlington Heights IL 60004 

Joan@teenmotherchoices.org  

 

Antioch TMC  

Kathy Mitsuuchi (847)338-8587 

41625 Deep Lake Road 

Antioch IL 60002 

Kathy@teenmotherchoices.org 

 

Corporate TMC Office  

Tammy Habel (847)599-8135 

PO Box 132 

Wadsworth IL 60083 

info@teenmotherchoices.org 

www .teenmotherchoices.org 

 

Donations 
We gratefully accept your 

financial donations! 
 

Please consider donating online 
through our website: 

www.teenmotherchoices.org 
 

You may also send a onetime 
donation or set up a recurring 

donation with your online 
banking.  

 
If you wish, you may send a 

check made out to TMC to our 
corporate address above. 

 
Donations are tax deductible 
and you will receive a receipt 
by email if we have a current 

email address (or on letterhead 
if you prefer.) 

 
Please ask your employer if 
they have a matching gift 

program. 
 

Thank you!! 
 

 

TMC Sippy Cup Drives 
A fun and easy way to support a teen mom and her child! Just donate a new 9oz or 

larger Sippy Cup to your local TMC Office. Some of the Sippy Cups will be given to the 

kids of teen moms, while others will be used for redistribution for Coin Collection 
Drives for Christmas and Motherôs Day.   

Sponsor Linda from the TMC Board: $26 for 26 Miles! 
Linda Carroll  will be running the Chicago Marathon on October 11, 2009.  She is 
raising awareness and funds to benefit the young families in Antioch.  Her goal is 

$2600, or 100 people to sponsor $26 (or more as you are able!). Wonôt you be one of 
those 100?? Send a check to TMC with ñLindaôs Marathonò in the memo line or donate 

online on our website, designating Lindaôs marathon. 
 

JC Photography Open House  

Come and view distinctive landscapes, picturesque settings and stunning detailed 
images capturing Godôs creation at this unique open house benefitting Teen Mother 

Choices. The Open House will be held on October 25, 2009 3pm-6pm at 18718 
Chatham Way in Lake Villa.  Please RSVP by October 23rd at 847-599-8135. 

TMC Holiday Tea and Boutique 
Join us as we get ready for the holidays and benefit Teen Moms in Lake County on 

Saturday, November 14 at Village Church of Gurnee from 10am-4pm.  Shop crafts and 
vendors, learn from tea and coffee brewing experts, enter for a gift in the raffle and 

stay for lunch. (Crafters still needed! Please visit our website or contact 847-599-8135 
for more information.)  

Jewel Shop and Share: December 7, 8, & 9  

Coupons will be available through the TMC website.  Choose Jewel for your holiday 
shopping as 20% of your purchase will benefit Teen Mother Choices.    

 
 

  

Fundrai$er$ 
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Practical NeedsñCan you help? 
 

Gurnee Needs:  
Foam dinner plates 

Napkins 
Plasticware 
Juice Boxes 
Baby Wipes 

Diapers sizes 2,3,4,5 
$10 Wal-Mart or Target Gift 

Cards 

 

Antioch Needs:  
Foam dinner plates 

Applesauce/fruit cups 
Plastic Forks 
Juice Boxes 
Baby Wipes 

Diapers all sizes 
$10 Wal-Mart or Target or 

Gas Gift Cards 

Arlington Hts Needs : 
Meal Providers 

Foam dinner plates 
Plasticware 

Drinks 
$10 Wal-Mart or Target Gift 

Cards 

 

mailto:Barb@teenmotherchoices.org
mailto:Joan@teenmotherchoices.org
mailto:info@teenmotherchoices.org
http://www.teenmotherchoices.org/

