450 Candles were lit to
represent the 450 teen moms
whose lives were impacted by

Teen Mother Choices over
the last 20 years.

AThis organi
amazing. | am also lucky
enough to still be in
contact with them and to
be a part of their 20th
anniversary in March.
There are not enough
words to describe how
awesome this group is.
NOT enough thanks | can
give or enough
appreciation | can show
for all they gave me,
taught me, showed me,
accepted me, and loved
me and my son. As they
have done so for so many
young mothers for 20
YEARS!!! | want to say
thank you to so many and
hope oh so hope that |
can show you if | have not
already how much you all
mean to me and to my
kids.... I do believe all
happens for a reason.
What does not kill us
makes us stronger, we
are here for a reason a
purpose and we have to
complete that purpose in
good and 1o
Natalie
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20 Year Anniversary Celebratit
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heard quite often these last
few weeks. When | think
about it, it is hard believe

that it has been 20 years sinc
Teen Mother Choices started.

Time really does fly. But
then again, it seems longer
than 20 years. | guess when
we become involved in the
lives of hurting people, days
can em like weeks, weeks
can seem like years, and

years can seem like decades.

It is only when we turn and
look and see how God has
carried us that time seems to
have flown by. Things are
definitely different than they

were 20 years ago, but one
thing has remained constant;
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provided the wisdom we
needed when making
difficult decisions. He
provided the strength we
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we could hear one more
heart-breaking story from a
young mother. He provided
the right person at just the
right time to assist a teen
mom with a specific need.
And He has always provided
the financial resources
whenever we needed them,
even during these difficult
economic times. Our God is
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faithfulness and because of
the sacrifice His Son made,
lives of teen moms and their
children have been changed
for eternity. Teen Mother
Choices has seen lives
changed and that alone
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look at the pictures and read
the articles in this special 20
Year Anniversary
Celebration newsletter, we
pray that you will rejoice
with us in all that God has
done. He is worthy of all our
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King eternal, immortal,
invisible, The Only Wise
God.

Volunteer Appreciation
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remember you (our
volunteers). | pray with joy
because of your partnership
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1:34.) It takes many people
to be the body of Christ and
we could not show the love
of Jesus to teen moms
without all our volunteers!
Each April we celebrate the
countless ways our
volunteers help TMC. About
70 per office are needed to

effectively run the ministry.
The volunteers God has
brought to all three offices
are an exceptional group of
godly men and women. We
daily thank God for all of
them. We have a group of
truly committed mentors, a
grand array of awesome
meal providers, professional
board members, lots of
loving child care workers,
some very thoughtful and
knowledgeable Life skills

presenters, faithful prayer
warriors and generous
financial supporters. Itis a
group only God could bring
together as they come from
different churches and have
varied life experiences but
all love the same God and
want to share his love with
teen moms. Thank you to all
of our volunteers!!
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Al was so |
able to be a part of
Teen Mother Choices.
It helped me realize
just how many other
young moms there
were with the same
concerns, worries,

and struggles that |
was facingél
so much for everything
you've done for me
and all the other girls
and children you've
touched. | think about
Teen Mother Choices
all the time and |
appreciate all it's done
for me and my
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Antioch Office Update

Things are happening at the
Antioch office of Teen
Mother Choices! After much
prayer and seeking the Lord,
three new teen moms joined
this semester! There are also
two girls that are waiting to
deliver in March. That will
bring our total to seven.
Praise God that He has
connected these young
moms with an organization
that will demonstrate His

Arlington

At the Arlington Heights
office we are praising God
for all He is doing. God is
working, God is providing,
and God has brought three
more teen moms to us. We
are so grateful for all the
people he is bringing to
accomplish his work in the
lives of teen moms. We are
now serving six teen moms
and their eight little ones. We
so enjoyed the 2@
anniversary celebration and

love to them! The weekly
Lifeskill s Workshops have
kept us busy learning about
goal setting, child
development and stress
busting. We also learned
about communication and ,
thanks to our wonderful
volunteer Nezy Oliver , we
made a pair of pajama pants!
In April we will have our
Easter celebration. Would
you pray for the teen momsz

Heights Office

the girls who were able to
come with us were thankful
for the opportunity to see
how some of the first teen
moms have grown and
changed since their days at
TMC. One of our teen moms
said she hoped she could be
a mentor to teenmoms in a
few years. She feels she is
learning so much, loves the
program, and wants others to
benefit from TMC , too.

hearts to be ready to hear the
gospel message through our
Easter celebration? April also
brings volunteer

appreciation and C.P.R.
classes with the Antioch fire
department. May will be
busy with financial planning,
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the year barbeque!

Updat

Gurnee Office Update

Office Update: The
Gurnee Office has been
busy! We have enjoyed
some wonderful and
informative speakers from
the Housing Authority,
Talks With Tara on Self
Esteem, and University
Extension Center about
Depression. We have also
been blessed by the MOP¢
group at Immanuel who

hosted a needs drive last
month and met many of
the practical needs of our
families with items like
clothing, house wares and
baby items. We have
recently celebrated some
accomplished goals: GED,
college programs, new
jobs, a baptism and
engagement. We look
forward to honoring each

of our wonderful
volunteers without whom
we could not have
enjoyed so many
blessings. We also are
excited for our Annual
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hosted by the MOMS
group at Village Church
and graduating
Dominique and Edith on
May 21.



